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BHS Observes 50th Anniversary! 

The origins of the Bethel Historical Society and its notable museum, library and 
archival collections extend back to the nineteenth century when, in 1855, thirty 
local citizens gathered for an "antiquarian supper" with a desire to discuss, collect, 
and preserve the town's history. This occasion, and a number of similar events that 
followed, were faithfully recorded in the Oxford Democrat and in the 1874 Bethel 
Centennial publication by the town's earliest historian, Dr. Nathaniel Tuckerman 
True (1812-1887). However, nothing toward the formation of an official organiza- 
tion was attempted until a century later when, in 1963, the Bethel Library Associa- 
tion-having become the depository of various materials relating to the area's 
past— explored the possibility of establishing a historical society or historical mu- 
seum at the library. Although these plans never materialized, several of the library 
trustees, plus other interested citizens, were instrumental in establishing the 
Bethel Historical Society at the library on May 31, 1966. As recorded by Eva Bean 
(1895-1969; photo, right), the Secretary and in many ways the driving force behind 
the new Society, the eighteen charter members were Bryant Bean, Eva Bean, 

Margaret Carter Bean, Elizabeth Mason Carter, Philip and Mary Chadbourne, 

Rosalind R. Chapman, Edith H. Eypper, Agnes H. Haines, Floribel Haines, Ralph Hall, Edith K. Howe, Geraldine S. Howe, 
Bernice H. Noyes, Vance and Janet Richardson, Faye S. Taylor, and Nell Valentine. Charles Heywood, who did not attend 
the first meeting, was elected President, and Nell Valentine, Treasurer. 

Five decades after its founding, the Bethel Historical Society continues to fulfill the aims of its forerunners, albeit on a 
scale that its nineteenth century predecessors and twentieth century charter members could little imagine. Under the 

management of a trained staff and numerous dedicated volunteers, 
and supported by financial contributions from members, donors, 
and granting agencies, BHS has evolved into one of northern New 
England's most professional organizations for the study of local and 
regional history. Today, the Society actively collects, preserves, dis- 
plays and interprets the history of western Maine and the White 
Mountain region of Maine and New Hampshire through exhibits, 
lectures, events, and publications. Its facilities, now known as the 
"Museums of the Bethel Historical Society," feature seven exhibit 
galleries and nine period rooms spread throughout two buildings: 
the 1821 O'Neil Robinson House and the 1813 Dr. Moses Mason 
House (the latter a gift in 1974 from The William Bingham 2 nd Trust 
for Charity; photo, left). The Society also maintains an 
extensive library and archival collection of books, manuscripts, photographs, and digital files, plus thousands of historic 
objects, that tell the story of the town of Bethel and surrounding region. As it has over the past fifty years, the Society 
provides an annual variety of high quality events and programs for people of all ages. 

The Bethel Historical Society has indeed come a long way since 1966, thanks in great part to the generous support of 
many committed members, friends, organizations, and area businesses. With the new "Huntoon Center" nearly ready to 
receive stored collections, yet another chapter in the "BHS story" is about to begin. We hope you will stay tuned! 
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Mark Your Calendars for a Golden Evening! 

Members and the general public are invited to the Dr. Moses Mason 
House (14 Broad St.) on May 31 to help BHS celebrate 50 years of collect- 
ing, preserving, and sharing this region's history. The program will begin 
at 7:00 pm, when Executive Director Randall Bennett will share some of 
the Society's major accomplishments over the past five decades. This 
presentation will be followed by the highlight of the evening: a special 
performance of 1920s jazz, ragtime and blues performed by "Miss 
Maybell and Slimpickins" (Lauren Sansaricq and Erik Koeppel), two young 
musicians and accomplished plein air artists from Jackson, N.H. And, of 
course, there will be birthday cake! This free event will be held in the 
exhibit hall at the Mason House. We hope to see you there! 



President’s Column 

Dear friends. 

It's a great pleasure to announce that your generous contributions to our 50 th Anniversary Annual Fund Campaign helped 
us exceed our goal of $47,000— for which we extend sincere thanks! This wonderful support assures that our doors will 
remain open throughout 2016 as we celebrate our golden anniversary with a wide-ranging series of high-quality events. 

This year's program schedule began on March 26 when the Society and the Ski Museum of Maine collaborated to mark 
Women's History Month with a presentation entitled "Sisters of Skade: Women in Maine Skiing 1870-2016." (Did you 
know that Skade is an ancient Norse goddess closely associated with hunting, mountains, winter and skiing?) Then, on 
April 28, the "Antiquarian Supper"— always interesting and fun— took place at the Mason House, continuing a Bethel tra- 
dition begun in 1855. On May 31, fifty years to the day that our association was founded, we'll celebrate that momentous 
event with special musical entertainment and, of course, a big birthday cake! And on June 24, a loan exhibit from the New 
England Ski Museum, "The Mountains of Maine: Skiing in the Pine Tree State," will open at the Robinson House. These 
are just a few of our Golden Anniversary year events. Please visit us, because our exhibits, programs and special events 
throughout the year are made possible by your donations— so you share ownership in these happenings. 

If you have walked or driven by our campus, you cannot miss the on-going construction of the "Charles R. Huntoon 
Center for Archives, Library and Museum Collections" at the Robinson House. Don't you like the striking eight-sided cupola 
from which there is a beautiful view? At this point, the building has been fully insulated, the interior spaces (which even- 
tually will be open to the public by appointment) are nearly completed, and most of the exterior has been clapboarded by 
contractors Dan and Jeremy Gibbs. We are making good progress! Of course, the two large climate-controlled, fireproof 
vaults inside are our pride and joy. At long last, they will allow us to permanently preserve our extensive collection of 
documents, photos, maps, and paintings. In the meantime. Will Chapman, our librarian/archivist, is busy re-cataloging 
hundreds of these items so that many can be posted online where you will be able to study and enjoy them from the 
comfort of your home. 

As you can understand, an incredible amount of work goes on behind the scenes at BHS. The sorting, cleaning, 
cataloging, and moving of our collections to better storage space takes time and patience. We have been closed for a few 
months partly for that purpose, but will open up again in late spring with new exhibits and on-site events. Come and 
participate! All this progress is possible because of your generosity. Thank you, again! 

Gratefully, 


Tineke Ouwinga 

President , Board of Trustees 
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Recent photos of the Robinson House Phase II expansion project for collections storage 


BHS Board of Trustees 
2015-16 

Tineke Ouwinga 

President 

Charles Raymond 

Vice-president 

Karen Bean, Secretary 
and Clerk of the Trustees 

Margaret Wight, Treasurer 

William Andrews 

Jacalyn Bell 

Sylvia Clanton 

Rosemary Bunn Laban 

Donna Gillis 

Catherine S.-C. Newell 

Michael S. Stowell 

William Strauss 

Nancy Stowell White 
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Loan Exhibit on Maine Ski History Opens in June 

On June 24, the Museums of the Bethel Historical Society will open an important exhibit entitled "The Mountains of Maine: 
Skiing in the PineTree State." On loan from the New England Ski Museum at Franconia Notch, New Hampshire, the display 
features some sixty photographs and artwork, enhanced with text and captions, drawn from the collections of the NESM, 
along with numerous contributions from the Ski Museum of Maine. The latter organization, located in Kingfield, was 
instrumental in securing the exhibition from NESM and plans to loan a number of large-size artifacts to augment the large- 
scale images in the display. 

According to BHS Executive Director Randall 
Bennett, the loaned exhibit represents a first 
step in what may be a long-term collaboration 
between the NESM and the Museums of the 
Bethel Historical Society, which possesses gal- 
lery space adequate enough to accommodate 
large-scale traveling exhibitions (e.g., "Barn 
Again: Celebrating an American Icon," a Smith- 
sonian Institution traveling exhibit held in 
Bethel between August 19 and October 22, 

2005). Once open, the exhibition will be on 
view Tuesday through Friday from 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm, and 1:00 to 4:00 pm on Saturdays 
during July and August. (Photo of early skiing 
scene at Poland Spring resort courtesy of Ski 
Museum of Maine) 



Create a Legacy That Benefits Present and Future Generations 

Bequests and Trusts 

Donors may make charitable gifts to the Bethel Historical Society in the form of a bequest in a will, the 
establishment of a trust, or other similar financial arrangements. Such gifts can be structured to support the 
Society's mission while assuring the security of the donor or the donor's family. Please consult your financial 
advisor as to the type of gift most appropriate for your circumstances. 

Charitable Gift Annuities 

Collecting, preserving and sharing our local and regional history is what the Bethel Historical Society is all 
about. At the same time, we realize these goals are important not just for ourselves, but for those who come 
after us. That's why the Society now offers Charitable Gift Annuities as a way for donors to receive reliable, 
fixed payments during their lifetime, while providing long-term financial benefits to BHS. Under this gift 
arrangement, the Society accepts donations of cash or investment securities in exchange for guaranteed 
lifetime income payments to the donor. Offering an immediate charitable income tax deduction, these gifts 
can also result in capital gains tax savings if funded with appreciated stock. Rates are based on the donor's 
age at inception date, and remaining funds in the annuity after the donor's lifetime automatically go into the 
Society's endowment— providing a lasting legacy that will benefit generations to come. 

For more information about these and other ways of supporting the Society through planned giving, please 
contact the Bethel Historical Society's Executive Director, Randall H. Bennett, at 207-824-2908; at P.O. Box 
12, Bethel, ME 04217; or director@bethelhistorical.org. All inquiries are held in the strictest confidence. 
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Rare Albany, Maine, Diaries Purchased for Collection 


Thanks to two generous donations to the 
Society's "Collections Fund," six small, but 
highly detailed, diaries kept by Jacob 
Lovejoy (1812-1895), an Albany, Maine, 
storekeeper, church deacon, postmaster, 
town treasurer, farmer, and selectman, 
have been added through purchase to our 
archival holdings. Currently being tran- 
scribed and annotated by Society board 
member Michael S. Stowell (a major sup- 
porter of this project), the diaries— dating 
from 1863 to 1892— provide an 
enlightening, in-depth view of daily life in 
a small, western Maine town during the 
second half of the nineteenth century. Mr. 
Stowell plans to complete the 
transcriptions while summering in Bethel 
and will then publish a limited number of copies of the edited transcriptions. The finished volume will be complemented 
by a selection of historic Albany images from the Bethel Historical Society's collection. 
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Show your support for local and regional history by joining the Bethel Historical Society! 

Membership in the Society provides the following benefits: 

❖ Free admission to regularly scheduled tours of the Mason House period rooms 

❖ 10% discount on purchases from the Museum Shop 

❖ Special research library privileges, including reduced photocopying and "remote research request" fees 

❖ Subscriptions to the Society's publications, The Courier and The Bethel Athenaeum, plus e-News announcements 

❖ Preferred rate for Mason House grounds & exhibit hall rental 

❖ Voting rights in the Society 

❖ Reduced course fees 


Membership Levels: 

Senior (over 55) or Student (under 18) $15.00 

Individual (per person) $25.00 

Family (2 adults and all children under 18) $50.00 

Friend (per person) $75.00 

Life (Individual) $300.00 

Life (Couple) $400.00 


Business Partner level: please call 207-824-2908 for more information 
All regular memberships are for a calendar year. New members who join after July 1 are considered paid through the following year. 
Name(s) 

Address 

Phone E-mail 

Please mail with your remittance to: Bethel Historical Society, P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012 
(For payments by credit card, call 207-824-2908, or visit our website at bethelhistorical.org) 
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Bethel and Greenwood Historical Societies Collaborate on New Book 

To commemorate this year's bicentennial of the Town of Greenwood's incorporation, 
the Bethel Historical Society and Greenwood Historical Society are teaming up to publish 
an annotated and illustrated book based on the early 20 th century writings of Addison 
Emery Verrill (1839-1926; photo, left), a Greenwood native and renowned American zo- 
ologist who recorded his memories about the early history, natural resources, social life, 
and genealogy of Greenwood, Maine, in a series of more than two dozen articles for a 
local paper. The book, which will contain rare photographs and maps provided by Verrill 
descendants, is being edited by 
Herb Adams of Portland and Larry 
Glatz of Scarborough, with format- 
ting and layout by Will Chapman of 
the Greenwood Historical Society 
(Chapman also serves as librarian 
and archivist at the Bethel Historical 
Society). 

The new book is expected to be 
available in time for Greenwood's 
official bicentennial celebration in mid-August, and after publication 
will also be for sale at the Bethel Historical Society's Museum Shop 
and on its website. Donations in support of this project are already 
being collected by the Bethel Society, and anyone who makes a 
financial gift to assist with start-up costs will be recognized in the 
book's acknowledgments section. 

Herb Adams, a Maine historian and politician who teaches at Southern Maine Community College, will present a 
program about Addison Verrill at the Greenwood Town Hall (on Rt. 26 in Locke's Mills village) on Wednesday, June 1, at 
7:00 pm. This free event is sponsored by the Greenwood Historical Society and will include an update on the bicentennial 
book project. 




Bethel Historical Society 
2015 Report of Giving 

The Bethel Historical Society is pleased to recognize the following donors whose generosity allows the Society to carry out its 
mission of making the region’s history meaningful, accessible, and enjoyable through exhibits, programs, research projects and 
publications. This list includes contributions received between January 1 and December 31, 2015. Every effort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of our donor lists. However, in the unfortunate event of an error, please contact BHS Executive Director 
Randall H. Bennett immediately at 207-824-2908 or director@bethelhistorical.org. 

ANNUAL FUND 

BHS Golden Anniversary Donors 

Donors of new or increased gifts of $50 or more in 
levels below) 

Robert Albota 

William and Deborah Andrews 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Angevine, Sr. 

Jean Anton 
Jim and Linda Auman 
Judith Barker 
Dorothy Bartlett 
Randall H. Bennett 
Merrill Bittner and Nancy Noppa 
Jack Brooks 


recognition of the Society’s 50 th anniversary (these individuals are also listed under support 

Beth and Walter Brough 
Rosemary Bunn Laban 
Sara S. Carson 
Stanford and Pauline Carver 
Robert and Nancy Chadbourne 
Tony and Amy Chapman 
Donald Christie, Jr. 

Norman & Sylvia Clanton 
Ray and Joan Cole 
Virginia Cole 
Eleanor A. Collins 
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Jack and Sue Cross 

Grace Douglass 

Elaine and “Dutch” Dresser 

Guy Emery 

Howard S. Fales 

Virginia H. Gamble 

Donna and John Gillis - Pat’s Pizza 

Joan S. Goodhew 

Stewart W. Goodwin 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan D. Greene 

Andrea Greenleaf and Carol Jorgensen 

Rodney B. Harrington 

Jason S. Hastings 

Susan Gould Hennessey 

Cathy E. Howe 

Stanley R. Howe 

Paula W. Jansmann 

Darla A. Jarvis 

Arlan and Elbe Jodrey 

Rebecca P. Kendall 

Mrs. Susan Brown Kettinger 

Jana P. Kibbe 

Roy E. Killgore 

John and Joan Kimball 

Dr. John R. Knight and Family 

Ann and John Knowles 

Lynne and Bud Kulik 

Barbara H. Lapham 

Gretchen Lord 

James and Rose Mary McLean 
Fred and Penny Milton 
Stan and Sue Milton 
Joann C. Mooney 

Dr. Moses Mason Society $1000 + 

The Dr. Moses Mason Society honors one of Bethel's most prominent 
who contribute $1, 000 or more to the Annual Fund Campaign. 

William and Deborah Andrews 
Diana B. Bean 
Linda L. Bean 
Randall H. Bennett 
Norman and Sylvia Clanton 
Joan S. Goodhew 

ExxonMobil; gifts on behalf of Walter Hatch 
Carl R. Falk; in memory of Ruby Barbara Knapp Falk (1913- 
1977) 

Walter and Carolyn Hatch 

$500 — $999 

Jacalyn B. Bell 

Donald and Kathy Bennett 

Stewart Goodwin 

Tineke and Marvin Ouwinga 

$250 — $499 

Allen and Mary- Alice Bancroft; in memory of Ann Morton 
Dorothy Bartlett; in memory of Urban and Lillian Bartlett 
Edward Cellupica 
Robert and Nancy Chadbourne 


Blaine D. Moores 
Jan Mott 

Martha M. Murphy 
Catherine S. C. Newell 
George and Danna Nickerson 
John and Lucy Nordahl 
Carolyn Nygren 
Ted Orino 

Tineke and Marvin Ouwinga 
Peggy Paine 
Hon. Roberta Pevear 
River View Resort 
Craig and Jane Ryerson 
Marilyn G. Sahlberg 
John and Suzanne Schneider 
Stephen L. Sessions 
Glenn Skillin 

Cas and Grace Skrzypczak 
Roxanne T. Sly 
Jim and Vicki Smith 
Martha Jean Spalding 
Stevenson Family Charitable Trust 
Beth Stone 
Janet E. Stowell 
Michael S. Stowell 
William Strauss 
Rowena and Larry Strout 
Richard and Sally Taylor 
Nancy Stowell White & William W. White III 
Peggy Wight - Helen & John Kubach Trust, a Donor Ad- 
vised Fund of Renaissance Charitable Foundation 
Joyce Wilson 


century citizens , and recognizes the generous and visionary donors 

Cathy E. Howe 
Roy Killgore 
Ned Robertson 

Lawrence Stifler and Mary McFadden 
Janet E. Stowell; in memory of Dexter M. Stowell 
Michael S. Stowell 

Sunday River Community Fund of the Maine Community 
Foundation 

Peggy Wight - Helen & John Kubach Trust, a Donor Ad- 
vised Fund of Renaissance Charitable Foundation 


Robert C. Parente 

Warren and Leslie Schomaker 

William Strauss 

Nancy Stowell White & William W. White III 


Howard S. Fales; in memory of Alice M. Fales 
David R. Jones and Angela J. Connelly 
Virginia H. Gamble 
Rodney B. Harrington 


19 th 
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Thomas H. Mitchell; in memory of Albert T. Mitchell 
Jan Mott; in memory of the Lawrence Lord Family 
Norway Savings Bank 
James and Deborah Oliver 


$1 — $249 

22 Broad Street - John and Amy Amann 
Robert Albota 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Angevine, Sr.; in honor of all my fam- 
ily 

Anonymous 

Anonymous; in memory of Rosalind R. Chapman 

Jean Anton 

Roberta Arbree 

Mary Ann Ashcraft 

Jim and Linda Auman 

Iris W. Baird 

Anne and George Ball 

Judith Barker; in memory of Bradley Barker 

Mary- Jane Barlow; in memory of Frank and Roily Chapman 

A1 and Lee Barth; in memory of June Greig 

Nat and Betty Bartholomaei 

Robert Bartlett 

Karen and Don Bean 

Penelope P. Beckman; in memory of Marjorie Mac Arthur Noll 
Dean and Sheila Bennett 

James and Julia Bennett; in memory of Beatrice Brown Conrad 
Nancy M. Berges 
Robert and Cynthia Blake 

Robert and Judith Bishop; in memory of George and Helen 
Daniels 

Merrill Bittner and Nancy Noppa 
Laurel Blossom; in honor of Stanley Howe and William 
Bingham 

Mark and Ruth Boche 

Melody and Garret Bonnema/ Bonnema Potters 
Nancy and Henry Bourgon; in memory of Louis & Thelma 
Van Den Kerckhoven 

Keith H. Bowden; in memory of Bonnie Bowden 
Lanny and Mary Brent 
Errol Briggs 

Don and Eleanor Brooks 
Jack Brooks 

Beth and Walter Brough 
Jeff and Peggy Brown 

Leland Brown; in memory of Barbara D. Brown 
Cyndy Bush; in memory of Ted Bush 
Norm Buttrick 
Catherine Canavan 
Dennis and Wendy Carey 

Tom and Polly Carey; in memory of William A. and Ina Bean 
Carey 

Ann Carlson; in memory of Marjorie Cummings 
Judy and Lee Carroll 

Sara S. Carson; in memory of Arthur and John Head 
Stanford and Pauline Carver 
Ted and Kitty Chadbourne 


Charles and Frances Richmond 
Stevenson Family Charitable Trust 
Jonathan and Rowena S to well 

Rowena and Larry Strout; in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Erland 
Wentzell and Stan and Millie Wentzell 

Tony and Amy Chapman; in memory ofAlden and Mabel 
Kennett 

YourCause, LLC, Trustee for Chevron Matching 
Employee Funds; matching gift of Stanford Carver 
Donald Christie, Jr. 

Elizabeth A. Clark; in memory of Richard P. Clark, Sr. 

Nancie S. Coan; in memory of Beckie Bailey 
Michele and Scott Cole 
Ray and Joan Cole 
Virginia Cole 

Michael and Judith Coletta: in memory of Florine (Bean) 
Bowden 

Eleanor A. Collins; in memory ofF. Harvey Bennett 
Allen and Jacquelyn Cressy 
Lola B. Crockett 

Jack and Sue Cross; in honor of Arlene Lowell 
Freda Davis 

Tom and Cathy Dawson 
Paul and Judith DeCoster 
Carol and Edward de Lemos 

William and Benedicta Dodge; in honor of Stanley Howe 

Thelma Dombkowski 

Grace Douglass 

Elaine and “Dutch” Dresser 

Diane Dyer; in memory of Philip Turgeon 

Nancy Eaton and Kevin O’Reilly 

Erwin and Shirley Bartlett Eby; in memory of James Cleveland 
& Marguerite Bartlett 
Guy Emery 

Sue (Howard) Erickson; in honor ofPhineas Howard 
ExxonMobil; Matching Gift of John & Wendy Hills 
Nancy H. Fenton 

David Freiday - Earth Design Associates, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Fox, Jr. 

Joan C. Gable 

Gay Gamage; in memory of Dr. Widd Twaddle 
Peter and Mary-Ellen Gartner 
Thomas Gilbert 

Donna and John Gillis - Pat’s Pizza 
Michael and Katherine Giunta 
Good Food Store 
Wende Gray 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan D. Greene 

Andrea Greenleaf and Carol Jorgensen; in memory of Arlene 
Brown and Bessie Bennett 
Marg Greer; in memory of Helen Morton 
Ken and Katherine Griffin 
Mary L. Haberman 
Jan Hale; in memory of Richard Hale 
Susan and Bill Hamel 
Jean Hankins 
Carolyn Harrison 
Jason S. Hastings 
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Michael and Leslie Hathaway 
Charles H. Heino: in memory of Ruth Bean 
Susan Gould Hennessey 
Susan Herlihy 

John and Wendy Delery Hills 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hoeh; in honor of Ruth and Fred Smith 
Ann Holt 

Barbara Honkala; in memory of Alta Brooks Sturgis 
The Hood Family; in memory of Vernon Leeland Ingraham 
Greg and Sandy Howe 

Stanley R. Howe; in memory of Richard Hale and Richard 
Valentine 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert D. lies 

Linda R. Isham; in honor of Tineke and Marvin Ouwinga 
Paula W. Jansmann 

Darla Jarvis; in memory of Clarence & Adelia Waterhouse 
Arlan and Elbe Jodrey 

Dick and Polly Johnston; in memory ofPerley & Maenette 
Flint ; Elsie & Ted Hewey, Gete & Mike Quinn 
Alice P. Keddy 
Norma Keegan 
Rebecca P. Kendall 
Ron and Gete Kendall 

Mrs. Susan Brown Kettinger; in memory of Norris Thurston 
Brown & Rosalie Thurston Wight 
Jana P. Kibbe 
Bill Kieffer and Jim May 
Gordon L. Kimball, Sr. 

John and Joan Kimball 

Dr. John R. Knight and Family 

Ann and John Knowles 

David M. Kristol and Marjorie C. Brandriss 

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Krohn 

Lynne and Bud Kulik 

Rosemary Bunn Laban 

Robert Lannon; in memory of Susan Lannon 

Barbara H. Lapham 

Kat Larson 

Gil and Carol LeClair; in memory of Daisy M. LeClair 
Nancy Lecompte 

Gretchen Lord; in memory of Dwight Lord 

Arlene D. Lowell; in memory of Robert L. Davis 

Tammy MacDormand; in memory of Rosalind Chapman 

Jim and Linda Macgregor 

Rachel MacKay 

Ellen and David Manson 

Art and Ellen Marshall 

Ann and Craig Mason 

Geneva McCoy 

Cindy McFadden; in memory of my Mason and Clark ancestors 
of Bethel 

James and Rose Mary McLean 

Nancy H. Mercer; in memory of James K. & Agnes H. Haines 
Jeff Mills Ph.D. 

Fred and Penny Milton 
Stan and Sue Milton 
James Mitchell 

Marilyn R. N. Mollicone; in memory of George Haines 
Nina Mollicone; in memory of Bernice Nina Haines Noyes 


Joann C. Mooney 

Blaine D. Moores; in memory of Louise Lincoln 

David and Nancy Murphy 

Martha M. Murphy 

Catherine S. C. Newell 

Jeffrey Newsom and Saranne Taylor 

George and Danna Nickerson 

John and Lucy Nordahl 

Carolyn Nygren 

Hazel F. O’Donnell; in memory of Wallace Farwell 

Ted Orino 

Jean K. Owen 

Jim and Lucia Owen 

Patricia Owen 

Mary Paine; in honor of Don & Eleanor Brooks 

Peggy Paine; in memory of Richard C. Valentine 

Hon. Roberta Pevear; in memory ofThirza Hickford Gibson 

Bruce Powell 

Lou and Ray Prada 

Bill Purdie 

Peter and Vicki Rackliffe 

Glen and Jean Ramsay; in memory of Henry and Betty 
Robertson 

Charles and Betsy Raymond 
Martha E. Rea 
Casey and Catherine Rein 
River View Resort 

Mary-Jane Robichaud; in memory of Anthony and Eleanor 
Pugliese 

Rotary Club of Bethel 

Peter and June Hammond Rowan 

Matt and Kathy Ruby 

Craig and Jane Ryerson; in memory of James Robert Lowe 
S. S. Milton 

Marilyn G. Sahlberg; in honor of Susan Herlihy 

John and Suzanne Schneider 

Eric and Lucia Schwarz 

Charles Scontras 

Stephen L. Sessions 

David and Maryjane Shiverick 

Glenn B. Skillin 

Cas and Grace Skrzypczak 

Roxanne T. Sly 

Smith & Town Printers, LLC 

Jim and Vicki Smith 

Diane Hayford Sonnecken 

Martha Jean Spalding; in honor of Eugenia Farwell Spalding 
Steven Spitalnik 
Dawn L. Stanley 

Robert B. and Joanne Stewart; in honor of the dedicated BHS 
staff & staff emeritus 
Beth Stone 

George and Mary S to well; in memory of Alton and Sylvia 
Luxton 

Susan B. Strange 

James and Marilyn Swan; in honor of Stan Howe 
Martha E. Sweatt 
Christopher and Susan Tarr 
Richard and Sally Taylor 
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John and Jan Todd 
William Ullman 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Vogt; in memory of Dot Bean 
Dean and Priscella Walker 
Maurice and Doris Whitten 
John and Susan Wight 

Betsy Wilder; in memory of Frank and Crystal Gorman 

COLLECTIONS FUND 

Randall H. Bennett 
Estate of Mary Ennis 
Lucy Nordahl 
Michael S. Stowell 
Susan B. Strange 

SPECIAL DONATIONS 

Anonymous; new signage at Robinson and Mason houses 
Iris Roberts; preservation supplies 

CHARLES R. HUNTOON FUND 

Randall H. Bennett 

MEMORIAL / HONORARY GIFTS 

In memory of Dick Hale 
Randall H. Bennett 
Arvah and Marilyn Lyon 
Barbara Mahler 
Nancy S. MacLean and family 
Jon and Barbara Nivus 
Matt and Kathy Ruby 
Janet Stowell 

STANLEY RUSSELL HOWE LECTURE FUND 

Pamela Heydon 

GIFTS IN-KIND 

D. A. Wilson & Company, LLC: transporting antique printing press from Kilborn Street to the Robinson House 


In memory of Susan Isham 
Jackie Bell 
Randall H. Bennett 
Rosemary Bunn Laban 


Ronald and Joan Willard; in memory of John Jay Willard ' Sr. 

& Jr., and Melva G. Willard 
Joyce Wilson; in memory of Colwyn and Judy Haskell 
Lester and Sharon Wormell 
Martha Yules 
Suzanne Zooleck 


SUMMER EVENTS 

Each year, the Bethel Historical Society hosts several special summer events and programs, most of which are free to the public. These events 
draw people of all ages from far and wide to the Society's Museums on Broad Street. Without the generous support of members and friends, 
these events would not be possible. 


William and Deborah Andrews 
Brendon and Jean Bass 
Jim and Julia Bennett 
Randall H. Bennett 
Donald M. Christie, Jr. 

Norm & Sylvia Clanton 
Lincoln and Sue Fiske 
Jeri B. Greenwell 
Walter & Carolyn Hatch 
Susan Herlihy 
Barbara H. Honkala 
Stanley R. Howe 

William Kieffer III and James May 
David Kristol and Marjorie 
Brandriss 

Lynne and Bud Kulik 


John and Rosemary Laban 

Barbara H. Lapham 

Jim and Linda Macgregor 

Grace and David McKivergan 

Rose Mary and James McLean 

Nancy H. Mercer 

Thomas Mitchell 

Catherine Newell 

Robert and Bethia Newmarker 

Jack and Lucy Nordahl 

Carolyn J. Nygren 

Marvin and Tineke Ouwinga 

Jean K. Owen 

James and Lucia Owen 

Patricia Owen 


Peggy Paine; in memory of Richard 
Valentine 

Pat’s Pizza/Donna & John Gillis 

Charles and Frances Richmond 

Marilyn Sahlberg 

Eric and Lucia Schwarz 

Henry and Pat Stewart 

Janet Stowell 

Richard and Sally Taylor 

Town of Bethel 

William Ullman 

Estate of Richard C. Valentine 

Frank and Janie Vogt 

Dean and Priscella Walker 

Peggy and Steve Wight 
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DONORS TO THE MUSEUM, LIBRARY AND ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS 


Diane Ballon 

Wende Gray 

George and Danna Brown 

Donald and Karen Bean 

James Haines 

Nickerson 

Kathy and Harlan Bean 

Curtis Hallock 

Tineke Ouwinga 

Randall H. Bennett 

Chuck Hammond 

Mary H. and Jeffrey R. Parsons 

The Bethel Citizen 

Steve Hastings 

Roberta C. Pevear 

Sally and Paul Bodwell 

Jay S. Hoar 

John Poss 

Larry A. Billings 

Cathy Howe 

David Powers 

Bridgton Historical Society 

Stanley R. Howe 

Robert Remington 

Donna Farrar Cairns 

Charles R. Huntoon 

Tim and Iris Roberts 

Amy Chapman 

Gary M. Inman 

Glenn B. Skillin 

Lou Cocoran 

Dave Irons 

Steve Smith 

Cole Land Transportation Museum 

Eleanor Jodrey 

John St. Clair 

Ben Conant 

Joan Kronstrand 

Judy Stalford 

Lola Crockett 

Nancy Lecompte 

Betsy Stowell 

Samuel Eames 

Rachel MacKay 

Jan Stowell 

Guy Emery 

Cynthia McFadden 

Michael S. Stowell 

Dave Flewelling 

Nancy Mercer 

Susan B. Strange 

Barrie Freeman 

Karen Brown-Mohr 

Sally Taylor 

Dave Gagnon and Kris Gibson 

Jan Lord Mott 

Estate of Richard C. Valentine 

Georgetown Historical Society 

Winifred Mott 

Nancy Stowell White 

Gould Academy 

Catherine S.-C. Newell 

Ronald Willard 


2016 Calendar of Events 

May 31 — Official Observance of the 50 th Anniversary of the Bethel Historical Society; 7:00 to 9:00 pm; Mason House 
June 24 — exhibit opening: "The Mountains of Maine: Skiing in the Pine Tree State"; Robinson House (10 am to 4 pm) 
July — children's activities Thursday mornings throughout the month; Mason House and grounds 
July 1 thru August 27, Thursday through Saturday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm; guided tours of the Mason House period rooms 
July 2 — One-day only exhibition of 19 th and early 20 th century White Mountain landscapes at Mason House in 
conjunction with the Bethel Art Fair on the village common 

July 4 — Community Picnic & Concert, with music by the Portland Brass Quintet; 11:30 am; side lawn of Mason House 

July 16 — Robinson House open 10:00 am to 4:00 pm during Molly Ockett Day 

August 11 — Molly Ockett program and D.A.R. memorial plaque unveiling, 3:00 pm, Mason House 

Stanley Russell Howe Lecture and book signing by Micah A. Pawling, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of History and Native 
American Studies at the University of Maine; 7:00 pm; Mason House 
August 13 — Addison Verrill's Greenwood, book launch at Greenwood Historical Society; Rt. 26, Locke's Mills village 
August 14 — 200 th anniversary event at Middle Intervale Meetinghouse Society; short talk on history of meetinghouse; 

group sing-a-long; ice-cream social under tent; starts at 1:30 pm; Intervale Road off Rt. 26 
September 8 — BHS Annual Meeting; 6:30 pm pot-luck supper; program by BHS staff and volunteers regarding 

collections management upgrades and related technological improvements at BHS; Noll and Historic Preservation 
awards presented; Mason House 

September 17 — exhibit opening: "They Took to the Woods"; Mason House exhibit hall; open through Oct. 8, Tuesday 
thru Saturday, 1:00-4:00 pm; by appointment thereafter until July 2017 when regular hours commence again 
December 3 — "Christmas at the Mason House"; enjoy traditional holiday refreshments and decorations in the first 
floor period rooms in the 1813 Mason House 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs listed above are free and open to the public. 

For additional information about these and other upcoming events, visit our website at www.bethelhistorical.org. 
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2016 BHS Business Partners 

We extend heartfelt thanks to our Business Partners, whose membership in the Bethel Historical Society is vital to our 
ability to carry out high-quality programs, exhibits, educational activities, and publications. Please take advantage of the 
services they offer, and let them know you appreciate their support! (Note: This list represents BHS Business Partners as 
of May 1, 2016.) 


22 Broad Street at Gideon 
Hastings House 
The Bethel Citizen 
Bethel Family Dentistry 
The Bethel Inn Resort 
Bethel Shop-N-Save 
Bethel Village Motel / Ruthie’s 
Boutique 
Bonnema Potters 
Cafe DiCocoa / DiCocoa’s 
Market & Bakery 
Chapman Inn 


D. A. Wilson & Company, LLC 
Good Food Store & Catering Co. 
Gray Marketing 
The Mill Hill Inn 
Northeast Bank 
Norway Savings Bank 
Olson’s Furs, Tents & Baseball 
Pat's Pizza of Bethel 
Rice Tree Service 
River View Resort 
Rooster's Roadhouse 
S. S. Milton 


Smith & Town Printers, LLC 

Smokin’ Good BBQ 

Steam Mill Antiques 

Sunday River Resort 

The Sudbury Inn and Bistro 151 

Swan Screenprinting 

Top Notch Tree Service, LLC 

Tourmaline Media 

Vernon J. Davis Painting 

W. J. Wheeler Company, Inc. 

Western Maine Supply Co. 


Visit our website at www.bethelhistorical.org 





